
ON THE IDENTITY OF CORTlClUM POROSUM 
BERKa ET CURT. 

By E. M. Wakefield, F.L.S. 

In the Annals and Magazine of Natural History, ser. V.,. Vol. 
3 (I  879) p. 2 1 1, there appeared in " Notices of British Fung~ " by 
Berkeley and Broome, the description of a species of Corticium, 
in the following words :- 

" Corticium porosum, Berk. and Curt. MSS. Resupinatum 
lacteum, hic illic porosum ; margine libero reflexo. 

Aboyne. Apparently the same with specimens from Ven- 
ezuela. The pores look as if little dew-drops had settled on the 
hymenium, which had in consequence contracted or, rather, re- 
tracted." 

In the C. torosum cover at Kew, where Berkeley's herbarium is 
preserved, there are but two specimens which belonged to him. 
One of these is labelled in his handwriting " C. porosum, B. 
and C., 203, Venezuela." The other has no name, and bears 
only the locality " Glamis." There exists no specimen from 
Aboyne, which is in Aberdeenshire, whilst Glamis is in Forfar- 
shire. The two specimens prove to belong to different species, 
hence there arises a difficulty as to nomenclature. 

The Glamis specimen, in spite of the discrepancy as to locality, 
corresponds exactly with Berkeley's description of the appear- 
ance of the hymenium, and seems undoubtedly to be the plant 
he had in mind when drawing up the description. The Vene- 
zuela specimen is cracked irregularly into very minute areas, 
but has not the same appearance of shallow pores. Hence if 
the name porosum is retained, it seems justifiable to regard the 
Glamis specimen as authentic, even if it is not the actual type 
of his species.* 

Microscopic examination shows, however, that this plant is 
identical with a species which Bresadola, in Brinkmann's West- 
fiilische Pilze, No. IS, and in Hedwigia, Vol. 39 (rgoo), p. 221, 
named Corticium (Gloeocystidium) stramineum. When in 
perfect condition the plant is quite smooth, or with the hymenium 
only slightly interrupted towards the edge. The " pores " in 
Berkeley's specimen appear to be merely accidental (as 

It is possible that Berkeley's citation of " Aboyne " in his description was 
an .error.. and that Glamis was the correct localityc 



is also the reflexed margin), and might well be caused 
in the way he suggests, as the tissue of the fungus is com- 
posed of very closely agglutinated hyphae with abundant 
" gloeocystidia," and approaches a mucilaginous or gelatinous 
consistency. Berkeley's name is inapt, and the species is not 
recognisable from the description; yet regarding the Glamis 
specimen as authentic (as in view of its agreement with the 
description it undoubtedly is) according to rules of priority 
the name C. porosum must be adopted for this species, and 
C. stramineum Rres. regarded as a synonym. 

The plant is well characterised by its close tissue, with 
abundant, rather short, tapering " gloeocystidia," which in old 
specimens sometimes occur in superimposed layers. They are 
about 10-15p wide at the base, gradualljr tapering to an obtuse 
narrow apex. The spores are elliptical, usually guttulate, and 
4-5 x 2-2+p, and the wall becomes deep violet-blue on the appli- 
cation of iodine, as was noted by Bourdot and Galzin (1912). 

The plant seems to be rare in Britain, the only specimens I 
have received having been collected by Mr. W. B. Grove at Earls- 
wood and Studley Castle, Warwickshire. 




